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ABSTRACT: The origin of 3D printing will be discussed, along with a brief history of the innovations and
entrepreneurship to bring the early 3D printing applications to market. Then current trends will be
addressed, with an emphasis on both healthcare and on implementing 3D printing in production.

Charles Hull is the inventor of the solid imaging process known as stereolithography, the first commercial
3D printing technology. With the founding of 3D Systems in 1986 he initiated the 3D printing industry and
continues to lead it today with cutting edge innovations in state of the art production 3D printers that are
changing the game of manufacturing. He is a named inventor on 85 United States patents, plus other
patents around the world, in the fields of ion optics and 3D printing.

Mr. Hull received a BS in engineering physics from the University of Colorado in 1961, and an honorary
Doctorate in Engineering from Loughborough University in the U.K. in 2005, and an honorary Doctorate in
Science from the University of Colorado in 2016.
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